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How to access

e In a Chester County library location

o Use your personal device when connected to the library’s wifi
o Use alibrary public computer

e (o to https://www.ccls.org/196/Databases-by-Name#A and click
Ancestry-Library Edition



https://www.ccls.org/196/Databases-by-Name#A

Ancestry Library Edition has several different modules that you can see listed at the top. We
will go through each and talk about the Search module last.
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Search over 800 million obituaries and 220 million marriages in our Newspapers.com indexes.
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If you click on Message Boards, you can view the Message Boards that users post on through Ancestry.com. These are sometimes
helpful in finding information on genealogy topics that others have already looked into. You cannot participate in the message boards, but
you can view them.
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Message Boards

The world's largest online genealogy community with over 25 Million posts on more than 198,000 boards.

Search the Boards

Names or keywords

Advanced Search
Find a board about a specific topic
Surnames or topics
Surnames
AB'CDE F:GH J Kk MNP QRS TFUNWXYZ
.
Categories
Localities Categories
Category Sub-Categories Boards
& Australia 8 3
& Canada 14 5
& United Kingdom and Ireland 7 10
& United States 2 2
B Western Europe 14 3



Next, if you click on Learning Center,
you can look at various Research Aids
that Ancestry has prepared to help you
get started in genealogy research.

Research Aids

Research Aids

ResearchAids  Maps

Looking o jumpstart your research? The experts at Ancestry have assembled 3 variety of tips and tricks to get
your research moving again. Select one of the topics below to help you with your road blocks.

GETTING STARTED

Wihether you are just starting your family
history or you are locking for & new
perspective on your resesrch these
guides will put you in the right frame of
mind.

Ancestry Anne’s Top 10 Search Tips
Creating Timelines that Produce
Anawers

Ancestry DNA 101: The Insider's Guide
™ ONA

IMMIGRATION

Where did your ancestors come from?
nd how do you find them once you
know?

Finding Your Immigrant Ancestors

10 Things to Know sbout Passenger
Lats

Fi ‘Your Irish Ancestorsin the U.S.
and ireland

Find Your Ancestry from the UK and
ireland

a

b b_

-
CENSUS
Cengus records establish s framework for
your ancestoe's life. We offer some tips on
haw 1o get the most out of them.
10 Census Tips
10 Census Questions That Lead to More:
Angwers

Follow Your Family Using Censas
Records

5 Stepa Beyond: The 1510 Censas

MILITARY

Military records are rich with geneslogical
information that will grow your family
tree. Let us show you how to get the most
out of them.

Tips for Succeas: Miftary Records

Your Family Tree in the Amesican
RevoluSon

Find Your Civil War Ancestor

Find Them in World War 8

j"‘

BEYOND THE BASICS

Rendy to move beyond the census
recoeds? Here aee & few ideas to pet you
maving.

Using Religioes Records

Guide to Searching for Death Reards.
5 military Fevorites

Cemetery Research Primer

Elack Sheep: 10 Thinga to Knaw

ETHNIC

Were your encestoes African American,
Swedish, German or Canadian? Here are
afew thouphts to get you started.
African American Family Research
Finding Your Swedish Ancestors
Finding Your German Ancestors
Finding Your Canadian Ancestors

Netive American Resesrch




If you click on Maps in the Learning Center, you can click on various states to learn about recordkeeping and local history in
those areas. This can be helpful to put your ancestors in context and also to learn how to track records on a local level.
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U.S. Research Guides and Other Resources

Resources and Guides to Rg Ancestors

Research Aidg

Understanding the state your ancestor lived in will help you bette nd them. Click on a state to learn more.
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Charts and Forms

Download these charts and forms to organize your research.

Charts & Forms  Census Forms

Ancestral Chart Research Calendar

In the next module, Charts and
Forms, you can download and
print forms to keep track of
your research.

Famlly Group Sheet Source Summary

ancestry
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Census Forms

Organizs your familj
Charts & For Census Forms

Recelve Records at Home

===

Sand Your Find Hame!

If you click on Census Forms in the s
Charts and Forms section, you can : .
view easy-to-read example Census
forms from each year the Census has
been conducted in the US, as well as
some forms from the UK and Canada.
This can be helpful in deciphering
handwriting on old Census documents.

‘We need your help!

Help us meke Ancestry.com better with
yourfeedback:

We love hearing your idess. Flease
share them with us in this short survey,
1200 including the "Share Your Thoughts
With Us" question st the end.

Get Started

UK Census Forms

Title Year
UK Canzus

Canadian Census Forms

Title Year




In the New Collections section, you can view what collections have recently been added to the Ancestry database.
This is helpful if you search in Ancestry frequently, but find that there is a specific gap in the information that you need.
You might see that a collection has been added that will be helpful to you.

<Hjances!

Home

Search Message Boards

Learning Center

Chartsand Forms New Collections

CHESTER COUNTY LIBR

Title

Keyword(s)

or ClearAll

Census & Voter Lists

Birth, Marriage & Death
Military

Immigration & Travel
Newspapers & Publications
Pictures

Stories, Memories & Histories
Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers

Schools, Directories & Church
Histories

Nills, Probates, Land, Tax & Criminal

Reference, Dictionaries & Almanacs

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Results 1-25 0f 10,832

O D D DD D D DD DD

Title
UK, Royal Air Force Operations Record Books, 1911-1963

Oregon, County Births and Deaths, 1855-1970

New Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1853-1981

(&)

Arkansas, U.S., Naturalization Records, 1907-196

Devon, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1920

Devon, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1920

Devon, England, Church of England Births and Baptisms, 1813-1920

Devon, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812

Australia and New Zealand, Find a Grave Index, 1800s-Current

Italy, Find a Grave Index, 1800s-Current

Global, Find a Grave Index for Burials at Sea and other Select Burial Locations,
1300s-Current

Sort By Date Updated ¥

Collection Records Activity
Military 8 NEW
Birth, Marriage & 415484 NEW
Death

Census & Voter Lists 2,027 .4 UPDATED
mmigration & Travel UPDATED
Birth, Marriage & NEW

Death

NEW

4 NEW

NEW

Birth, Marriage & 238,002 UPDATED

Death

UPDATED




If we click on the Search button, you can see several different options for search. | like to start with searching
All Categories. You can limit your search further later if you find that you're getting too many results.
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gort { 0 million obituaries and 220 million marriages in our Newspapers.com indexes.
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Once you are on the search page, click “Show More Options.”
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Search

Explore by collection
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

Birth, marriage & death
Birth, Baptism & christening
Marriage & divorce

Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year . i .
Death, burial, cemetery & obituaries

i

Census & voter lists

how more options v U.S. Federal Census Collection

UK Census Collection
Canadian Census Collection
Explore by location More...

Regina

+ Winnipeg, QUEBEC Immigration & travel
Vancouvs o b ONTARIO
S ‘wasHINGTON ? o Passenger lists
MONTANA

NORTM » . o
Citizenship & naturalization records

& 9
Portlan? ? Q MIN Q g
SiN
IDAHO o
DAK
OREGON WYQN o o Torontc

Border crossings & passports

Madison

NEBR 10WA Qv v
ODA ? LLINOIS o
UTAH  coLORADO Unit tates

CALQNIA o UCK"
Bakersfield Q Aniols TEN ESS
LosAngeles  ARIZONA  NEW OLINA Soldier, veteran & prisoner rolls & lists

. MEXICO :
Tijuana 1 ’Dallas I;5IPPI .
! Ciudad Judrez A GEORGIA More...

More...

Military
Draft, enlistment and service

Casualties



In this example search, | put in my grandfather’s First,
Middle, and Last name, the location where he was
born in “Place Your Ancestor Might have Lived” and
his Birth Year. | chose not to fill in more information
because | am looking for his baptism record. Keep in
mind what kind of information you are looking for
while you search. If you want a marriage record, it
would be appropriate to put in a spouse. If you want a
birth record, you should leave that information out.

| also tend not to click “Exact” under my search terms.

If you do this, the database will only return records
that exactly match the characters you put in. As Mike
discussed, there can sometimes be spelling errors in
records, in which case you would not see those
records if you clicked “Exact.”

Search

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
william russell smith
Exact... Exact...

Place your ancestor might have lived
Holmes, Delaware, Pennsylvania, USA

Exact to...

m Show fewer options A Match all terms exactly

Add event: Marriage Death LivedIn AnyEvent Morev
Year Location
Birth 1926
Exact +/-...
Any Event Holmes, Delaware, Pennsylvania, USA
Exact to...

Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child

Keyword
Gender Race/Nationality
--Select - v

Historical Records
Stories & Publications

Family Trees
Photos & Maps

Birth Year

[od 8

Exact +/-...



Here is the
record | was
looking for. You
can hover over
the link for the
record to see a
preview of it, or
you can click on it
to open it fully
and view the
image of the
record if there is
one.

You can also use
the Filters on the
left side of the
screen to limit
your results if you
are seeing too
much that isn’t
relevant to you.

Your search

Broad

william russell @

smith @
Born: 1926 ®

Any: Holmes, Delaware, Pe... @

Filters

> Census & voter lists

v

Birth, marriage & death

v

Military

v

Immigration & emigration

v

Newspapers & periodicals

v

Pictures

Stories, memories & histories

v v

Maps, atlases & gazetteers

v

Directories & member lists

v

Court, land, wills & financial

v

Dictionaries, encyclopedias & reference

v

Family trees

<

Record location
> North America
> Europe

> Oceania

> Asia

> Africa

> South America

v Record date

> 1600

& ... 1-200f4,130,583

Exact

D

700,000+
999,999+
200,000+
30,000+
1,047
2
2,554 0
13
999,999+
100,000+
315

999,999+
900,000+
100,000+
2,003
1,995

305 D

O Browse by category

':‘; To get better results, add more information such as Death Info—even 2 guess will help.

Edit your search or learn more

Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation
Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966
Pension records

G4l View

U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970
Birth, baptism & christening
G4l View

Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation
Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966

Pension records

4 View

U.S., World War Il Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-

1947
Draft, enlistment and service

(&) View

1930 United States Federal Census
1930s
[ View

Name

Birth

Residence

Name
Birth

Baptism

Name

Birth

Residence

Name
Relative

Birth

Residence

Name
Birth

Residence

Wiliam Russell Smith

12 Aug 1926 Holmes, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, USA

13 Apr 1950 Folsom, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, USA

William Russell Smith
12 Aug 1926

16 Apr 1933 Holmes,
Pennsylvania, USA

William Charles Smith
14 Nov 1928 Sun Villiage,
Chester, Pennsylvania, USA

1 Jun 1950 Holmes, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, USA

William Russell Smith
Nancy Smith

12 Aug 1926 Palmyra,
Pennsylvania, USA

1946 Falsom, Pennsylvania, USA

William R Smith
Pennsylvania

1930 Johnsonburg,

Johnsonburg, Elk, Pennsylvania,
1A



This is the transcribed record view. You can click the “View” button to see the image of the actual record that
has been digitized.
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< AllResults

William Russell Smith

in the U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970

Name: William Russell Smith Suggested Records
BaptismAge: 6 [ 1940 United States Federal Census
Record Type: Baptism William Smith
Birth Date: 12 Aug 1926 [ Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran

Compensation Application Files,

WWII, 1950-1966

Baptism Date: 16 Apr 1933

Baptism Place: Holmes, Pennsylvania, USA Wiliam Russell Smith
Church:  Pennsylvania Presbyterian [ 1930 United States Federal Census
Church William Smith

Father:  Philip Smith D) U.S., Obituary Collection, 1930-

Mother: Nancy Vincent Smith Current
William R. Smith
[ U.S., Newspapers.com Obituary
Index, 1800s-current
Source Citation William R. Smith
Presbyterian Historical Society; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; U.s., Presbyterian Church Records, 171

[ U.S., World War Il Draft Cards Young
; ) AR A
Source Information Vien, 1940-1947
y ) s ] ’ ’ Williar ssell Smith
Ancestry.com. U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: William Russell Smit

erations, Inc., 6. . 2
Ancestry.com Operations; Inc; 2016 [ U.S., Find a Grave Index, 1600s-

Original data: Church Registers. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Current
William C. Smith



From the image, you can print or download it to save for your records if you click the “Tool” icon.

U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970 for William Russell Smith
Pennsylvania > Holmes > Pennsylvania Presbyterian Church > Baptisms, Births, Marriages, Deaths >
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Nilliam Russell Smith

U S., Presbyterlan Church

Records, 1701-1970
m Detail Related Source
X Select all text

n
Presbyterian Historical Society;
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; U.s.,

Presbyterion Church Records, 1701-1907

Year: Not Stated

° Source Information

Ancestry.com. U.S., Presbyterian Church
Records, 1701-1970 [database on-line].
Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations,
Inc., 2016.

Original data:Church Registers.
Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

This collection contains records from
Presbyterian churches in the United
States from 1701 to 1970. Records
collected by American missionaries in
Lebanon are also included. The collection
consists of records of baptism, marriage,
death, burial, and church membership.



You may also see some “Suggested Records” connected to the record you are looking at. These can be pretty
accurate, so | recommend taking a look at them. The 1940 Federal Census that my grandfather was recorded
in is connected to this record.
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< All Results

William Russell Smith

in the U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970

Name: William Russell Smith Suggested Records
BaptismAge: 6 [ 1940 United States Federal Census
Record Type:  Baptism William Smith

Birth Date: 12 Aug 1926 L] Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran
Compensation Application Files,

WWII, 1950-1966

Baptism Date: 16 Apr 1933

Baptism Place: Holmes, Pennsylvania, USA Wiliam Russell Smith
Church:  Pennsylvania Presbyterian [ 1930 United States Federal Census
Church William Smith

Father: Philip Smith [ U.S., Obituary Collection, 1930-

Mother: Nancy Vincent Smith Current
William R. Smith

[ U.S., Newspapers.com Obituary
Index, 1800s-current
Source Citation William R. Smith

esbyterian Histori iety; Philade sylvania; U.s., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1907 I Marld W ,
Presbyterian Historical Society; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; U.s., Presbyterian Church Records, 170 7 D U.S., World War Il Draft Cards Young

Me )40-1947

Source Information Men, 1940-1947
! . a ] ’ Williar ssell Smith
Ancestry.com. U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: William Russell Smitt

Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2016. D U.S., Find a Grave Index, 1600s-

Original data: Church Registers. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Current
William C. Smith



In this record, | get
information on my
grandfather’s
parents and his
grandparents
because they all
lived in the house
together when this
Census was taken.
| can click on the
people listed at the
bottom to view the
record from their
“perspective,”
which can also lead
to me Suggested
Records for those
individuals.

William Smith

in the 1940 United States Federal Census

Detail Source

Name:
Az

Estimated Birth Yeer:

Gender:

Race:
Sirthplace:

Marital Status:

Zalation to Head of Houze:

Home in 1940:

William Smith
13

abt 1927
Male

White
Pennsylvania
Single

Son

Ridley, Delaware, Pennsylvania

ey. Delaware, Pennsylvania

: 2nd Avenue

333:  Ridley. Delaware, Pennsylvania

: Ridley

Residenton farmin 1935: No
SheetNumber: 61A

Attended Schoclor Y

Cotlege:

Highest Grade Complatas:

Houszehold Members

Elementary school, 7th grade

: View others on page

Age Relationship

Philip Smith
Nancy Smith
Philip Smith
WViilliam Smith
Robert Smith
Sereh Smith
Thomes Vincen
de Vincent

Sereh Vincent

50
40

16

Daughter

Fether-in-law
Motherin-law

Sister-in-law

Send Your Find Homel

=Nae
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Providad in association with National Archives and
Records Administration

Suggested Records @

[ U.s. Presbyterian Church Records. 1701-1370
Il Smith

William Ru

D Pennsylvanis, U.
Applicstion Fi

/eteran Compensation
VIl, 1350-1366

Wiliam Ru mith

eders| Census

[ 1330 United States

William Smith

D u.s. Obituary Collection, 1530-Current

Willism R Smith

D U.S.Newspapers.com Obituary Index, 1800s-

current
William R Smith
5

Willism Russell Smith

orld War Il Draft Cards Young Men,

[) U.S..Find 3 Grave Index, 1600s-Current

William C. Smith
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Philip Smith

in the 1940 United States Federal Census

Detail Source

Send Your Find Homel

Clicking on my great
grandfather from my
grandfather’s Census
record leads me to the
information on him from
that Census. Then | also
get some useful
Suggested Records for
him. I’'m going to take a
look at his Death
Certificate.

Elementary school, £th grade

[ 1520 United States Federal Census

Phi

ge or salary worker in private work D

nited States Feders| Cenzus

p Smith

) 1310 United States Faderal Cancyc




Finding the death certificate for my great-grandfather is very helpful because his parents are listed, so | can
go another rung back in my family tree.
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Phillp McCall Smith

in the Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1968

Name:
Gender:
Race:
Death Age:

Birth Date:

Birth Place:
Death Date:

Death Place:

Father:
Mother:
Spouse:

Certificate Number:

Phillp McCall Smith

Male

White

58

30 Apr 1890

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
23 Jun 1948

Ridley, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
USA

John Smith

Sarah Balback

Nancy V Smith

52345

Search for Phillp McCall Smith in
Pennsylvania Wills & Probates

collection

Send Your Find Home!

Enter your email address and we will
d

Discovery Page where you can view and

send you a link to your personal

download all of the great finds you

while here.

& View printer-friendly



Here is the image view of the actual death certificate.

Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1968 for Phillp McCall Smith

1948 , 051151-053700
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sructions on back

10 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

RYS 20007—G0M—643 D R ARTIET

Primary

Dist No,
1. PLACE OF DEATH:
(%) County Delaware
(b) City, town or township _ Fidley Twp,
(8) Name of hospital or institution

238 ﬁutledge Avenue
(1wt 1n Weospital o Institution write strect nwmbes or location)
(d) Length of stay: In hospital or institution ..
(Bpesity whether

In nm cnmmumry

OF MEALTH

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 47 File No.

231161 CERTIFICATE OF DEATH %

Registernd No.

2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF DECEASED:

(a) State __Fenna. () county Delaware

(¢) City or town Folsom
(I autwbde city or town Vmits, write RURAL)
(@ Street No, 208 Rutledge Avenue

(1 rural give location)

(e) If foreign born, how long in U.8. A?

| 3. (a) FULL NAME
3. (b) If U. S. Veteran, 3. (c) Socia) Security

Phillip McCell Smith

complete reverse side an o P (|
of certificate No166-16-1562

5. Color or ls (a) Single, widowed, mar-

u w
M TR
4, Sex race W ried, divoreed

(b) Namge of hushand or wife 6. (¢) Age of husband or wif
Ql’ ney B“ gmi E fAlenll bs‘g yenr:
7. Birth date of deceased Apx‘il 0,

(Momth) (Day) {Vear)
8 AGE: Years |Months| Days | If less than one day
58 24 hr. min,
9. Birthplace _ PR11l8delphia, Penna.
(City, town, or county) (State or forvign counlry)
10. Usual occupation Truck Driver
11, Industry or business Miller-Flounders Dai
[12 Nome John Smith £ i
{13 Birthplace P"" adelphia, Pa. (
(. county)  (Stale we foreign countsr)
(14. Maiden name Sw‘eh Balback
| 15. Birthplace nxladelpnis Pa.
{ (Gity, town, er .‘mni (State e clem cogupe
16. (a) Informant'’s own signature (7L
(b) AddressS08_Rutledge Ave. Folsoie}’a.

@ Burial (b Date thereor E=26-
Burial, crematian, o removal) Month) n»m (Year)

(¢) Place: burial or mm-nonLcWRCY‘OfI} Cem,

MOTHER FATHER

MEDICAL
20. Date of death: Month dny 23rd
year _ 19 hour minute 45 AN,
21. T HEREBY CERTIFY, That an inquest was held upon the
body of the above named deceased on the day of
L 18 i that the jury rendered a verdict
giving the cause of death as follows DURATION
Immediate cause of death e e
Cerebrgl Hemorrhage

Due to Same
Due to

Other conditd SRR R
yum o pregr within 3 monthe of desth) PHYSICIAK
Underting

Major findings: the cauna to

Of operations which death

should  be

charged sta-
Of autopsy - nm-(':m.

22. If death was due to external causes, fill in the following:

(a) (Probably) Aeccident, suicide, or homicide (specify)

(b) Date of occurrence

(¢) Where did injury occur? tsens
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Those are the basics of using Ancestry Library Edition in your library! If you have
any questions, feel free to contact me:

Jamie Claxton
Information Literacy Librarian, Chester County Library
610-344-5955

iclaxton@ccls.org

You can also book an appointment with me to work on your genealogy questions
here: https://ccls.libcal.com/appointments/jamieclaxton
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