
In-Library Use Only Database



How to access

● In a Chester County library location
○ Use your personal device when connected to the library’s wifi
○ Use a library public computer

● Go to https://www.ccls.org/196/Databases-by-Name#A and click 
Ancestry-Library Edition

https://www.ccls.org/196/Databases-by-Name#A


Ancestry Library Edition has several different modules that you can see listed at the top. We 
will go through each and talk about the Search module last.



If you click on Message Boards, you can view the Message Boards that users post on through Ancestry.com. These are sometimes 
helpful in finding information on genealogy topics that others have already looked into. You cannot participate in the message boards, but 
you can view them.



Next, if you click on Learning Center, 
you can look at various Research Aids 
that Ancestry has prepared to help you 
get started in genealogy research.



If you click on Maps in the Learning Center, you can click on various states to learn about recordkeeping and local history in 
those areas. This can be helpful to put your ancestors in context and also to learn how to track records on a local level.



In the next module, Charts and 
Forms, you can download and 
print forms to keep track of 
your research.



If you click on Census Forms in the 
Charts and Forms section, you can 
view easy-to-read example Census 
forms from each year the Census has 
been conducted in the US, as well as 
some forms from the UK and Canada. 
This can be helpful in deciphering 
handwriting on old Census documents.



In the New Collections section, you can view what collections have recently been added to the Ancestry database. 
This is helpful if you search in Ancestry frequently, but find that there is a specific gap in the information that you need. 
You might see that a collection has been added that will be helpful to you.



If we click on the Search button, you can see several different options for search. I like to start with searching 
All Categories. You can limit your search further later if you find that you’re getting too many results.



Once you are on the search page, click “Show More Options.”



In this example search, I put in my grandfather’s First, 
Middle, and Last name, the location where he was 
born in “Place Your Ancestor Might have Lived” and 
his Birth Year. I chose not to fill in more information 
because I am looking for his baptism record. Keep in 
mind what kind of information you are looking for 
while you search. If you want a marriage record, it 
would be appropriate to put in a spouse. If you want a 
birth record, you should leave that information out.

I also tend not to click “Exact” under my search terms. 
If you do this, the database will only return records 
that exactly match the characters you put in. As Mike 
discussed, there can sometimes be spelling errors in 
records, in which case you would not see those 
records if you clicked “Exact.”



Here is the 
record I was 
looking for. You 
can hover over 
the link for the 
record to see a 
preview of it, or 
you can click on it 
to open it fully 
and view the 
image of the 
record if there is 
one.

You can also use 
the Filters on the 
left side of the 
screen to limit 
your results if you 
are seeing too 
much that isn’t 
relevant to you.



This is the transcribed record view. You can click the “View” button to see the image of the actual record that 
has been digitized.



From the image, you can print or download it to save for your records if you click the “Tool” icon.



You may also see some “Suggested Records” connected to the record you are looking at. These can be pretty 
accurate, so I recommend taking a look at them. The 1940 Federal Census that my grandfather was recorded 
in is connected to this record.



In this record, I get 
information on my 
grandfather’s 
parents and his 
grandparents 
because they all 
lived in the house 
together when this 
Census was taken. 
I can click on the 
people listed at the 
bottom to view the 
record from their 
“perspective,” 
which can also lead 
to me Suggested 
Records for those 
individuals.



Clicking on my great 
grandfather from my 
grandfather’s Census 
record leads me to the 
information on him from 
that Census. Then I also 
get some useful 
Suggested Records for 
him. I’m going to take a 
look at his Death 
Certificate.



Finding the death certificate for my great-grandfather is very helpful because his parents are listed, so I can 
go another rung back in my family tree.



Here is the image view of the actual death certificate.



Those are the basics of using Ancestry Library Edition in your library! If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact me:

Jamie Claxton

Information Literacy Librarian, Chester County Library

610-344-5955

jclaxton@ccls.org

You can also book an appointment with me to work on your genealogy questions 
here: https://ccls.libcal.com/appointments/jamieclaxton 

mailto:jclaxton@ccls.org
https://ccls.libcal.com/appointments/jamieclaxton

